
Understanding the effects 
of blasts on the brain
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Explosive research—Alessandra Leonardi Dal Cengio, MS, 
checks the settings on the “shock tube” that a VA and Wayne State 
University team is using to simulate the effects of bomb blasts. 

VA Research Week spotlights  
our investigators’ achievements
by Joel Kupersmith, MD
Chief Research and Development Officer

h i g h l i g h t s

This year, VA Research Week will take 
place May 11–17 and will be marked by a 
variety of events at VA medical centers, 
ranging from scientific symposia and 
poster sessions to health fairs, tours and 
appreciation luncheons for veterans and 
their families. The purpose is to celebrate 
the achievements of VA researchers and educate our 
constituents and stakeholders—as well as the media and 
general public—about the role of VA research in improving 
veterans’ care and advancing medical science. 

In addition to the many Research Week activities taking place 
nationwide, a special research forum will be held at VA 
headquarters in Washington, DC, on May 23. The event will 
feature presentations by some of our leading researchers, as 
well as remarks from VA Secretary Dr. James Peake and other 
dignitaries. 

Whether you are a member of the VA research community or 
simply someone with a professional or personal interest in VA 
research, it is my hope that you will be able to attend and 
participate in one of our Research Week events. We have an 
exciting story to tell about how VA research is helping veterans 
and the whole nation, and we are eager to share it through 
venues such as these. 

Speaking of “telling our story,” you will notice that this issue of 
VA Research Currents features a new design. Innovation is 
one of the hallmarks of VA Research, so we welcome this new 
and improved look for the newsletter and trust that it will 
enhance our efforts to keep you abreast of our scientific 
advances and other important items. 

	t’s a scientific question driven by the hard realities of today’s 
	 global war on terror: What happens to the brain of someone 
exposed to a blast? 

The answer is likely to come not from the battlefields of Iraq 
and Afghanistan, but from research labs thousands of miles 
away—such as that of biomedical engineer Pamela VandeVord, 
PhD, with VA and Wayne State University in Detroit. She is one 
of a small but growing number of researchers studying the 
biological effects of blasts on the brain. 

With funding from VA, VandeVord’s team studies brain cells 
that have been exposed to “overpressure” in a lab device called a 
barochamber. The investigators dial up or down the pressure and 
control its duration.
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