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Legal Topic # of Code 
Provisions

Informed Consent 255

Privacy/HIPAA 114

Animal Research 83

Misc. Research Laws 345

Total 797

• Research methods across VA sites vary, 
making it challenging for CIRB to track 
and ensure compliance

• Creates extra work, wasted time, and 
inconsistently structured human 
research studies

… resulting in complicated processes to 
search for and abide by them

State research laws vary greatly by 
topic and across states …

= 5 – 10 statutes

= 10 - 15 statutes
= 15 - 20 statutes
= 20+ statutes

The complex legal landscape makes it difficult to understand and 
comply with state research laws
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		ID		Admin 1		Fill Color		Line Color		Label

		AL		Alabama		17

		AK		Alaska		13

		AZ		Arizona		16

		AR		Arkansas		13

		CA		California		29

		CO		Colorado		14

		CT		Connecticut		19

		DE		Delaware		9

		DC		District of Columbia		9

		FL		Florida		15

		GA		Georgia		14

		HI		Hawaii		19

		ID		Idaho		15

		IL		Illinois		11

		IN		Indiana		20

		IA		Iowa		18

		KS		Kansas		12

		KY		Kentucky		11

		LA		Louisiana		11

		ME		Maine		12

		MD		Maryland		13

		MA		Massachusetts		15

		MI		Michigan		12

		MN		Minnesota		15

		MS		Mississippi		10

		MO		Missouri		12

		MT		Montana		12

		NE		Nebraska		15

		NV		Nevada		13

		NH		New Hampshire		11

		NJ		New Jersey		14

		NM		New Mexico		14

		NY		New York		9

		NC		North Carolina		15

		ND		North Dakota		11

		OH		Ohio		9

		OK		Oklahoma		12

		OR		Oregon		12

		PA		Pennsylvania		12

		RI		Rhode Island		12

		SC		South Carolina		9

		SD		South Dakota		11

		TN		Tennessee		15

		TX		Texas		9

		UT		Utah		19

		VT		Vermont		15

		VA		Virginia		10

		WA		Washington		16

		WV		West Virginia		8

		WI		Wisconsin		14

		WY		Wyoming		12







As a result, Office of Research Protections, Policy, and Education 
(ORPP&E) created the Research Law Explorer (RLE)
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The RLE is an online tool that aggregates and
organizes state research-related laws for easy
access by Central IRB staff, study coordinators,
and researchers.

Links to view the full 
statute online

Export legal information 
for later reading

Search by state, 
topic, and 
keywordClick here to access the RLE.

https://app.powerbigov.us/Redirect?action=OpenApp&appId=84fea0ad-f55e-4609-80eb-f17753432c13&ctid=e95f1b23-abaf-45ee-821d-b7ab251ab3bf
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